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Mercury detected in Swann’s Panacea ly Chemical Analysis. By R. Hare, 
M. D. Professor of Chemistry in the University of Pennsylvania. (Communicat¬ 
ed in a letter to Dr. Hays.)— In February, 1827, I procured from the shop of 
Mr. Peter Lehman, druggist, sign of the Golden Lion, High street, a bottle of 
Swaim’s Panacea, for the pvirpose of testing it for certain active metallic pre¬ 
parations which it was supposed to contain. Upon examination 1 found it to be 
clogged with so large a proportion of syrupy matter, that I considered it an ob¬ 
ject to get rid of this matter before prosecuting my examination. I therefore 
diluted about two-thirds of a bottle of the panacea with about two gallons of 
water, and added some yeast in order to induce fermentation. 

Other subjects having absorbed my attention subsequently, the liquid remain¬ 
ed covered up in the glass vessel into which I had introduced it, until nearly a 
year had elapsed. I then transferred the whole of the liquor, then much attenuated 
by fermentation, and the matter which had subsided from it, into a flat stoneware 
vessel, and placed it in my evaporating oven. From this situation this vessel was 
not removed, until the contents had been converted into a dry, blackish, po¬ 
rous crust. Of this crust the greater part was subsequently removed from the 
evaporating vessel, and being rolled up in paper was placed upon a shelf. To¬ 
wards the close of the last summer, 1 happened to examine the crust attentively, 
when I observed on it some globules of metallic mercury. On further examina¬ 
tion with the aid of a lens, I discovered it to be so replete with mercurial glo¬ 
bules, that whenever any fresh portions of the crust were opened by means of a 
knife, more of them were observable. The crust was subsequently shown to Ur. 
Physicb, Dr. Ilorncr, and other intelligent friends, and it has been preserved 
in a bottle. I should have communicated these results to the public sooner, had 
I not been in hopes to have repeated the examination by another process; but 
not having as yet found it convenient to realize that intention, and as you deem 
it of importance that the facts which I have mentioned should be published, I 
send this statement to you for the American Journal. 

[Our talented collaborator has conferred a valuable benefit upon the public 
by the evidence above afforded by him, that mercury enters into the composi¬ 
tion of the nostrum sold under the name of “ Swaim’s Panacea,” and added to his 
well-earned reputation by the ingenious method lie has devised for detecting 
this metal. The only question now appears to be, in what state the mercury 
originally existed in the “ Panacea.” its effects leave us in no doubt as to 
its being in the form of corrosive sublimate, the most active of the mercurial pre¬ 
parations, and one of the most violent of all poisons. In confirmation of this we may 
mention that when Swaim first commenced the manufacture of the “ Panacea,” 
he was in the habit of purchasing from Mr. Trcichell, formerly an apothecary 
in this city, the corrosive sublimate in considerable quantities, made up in pa¬ 
pers, each paper containing two grains of the sublimate. We state this fact upon 
tlie authority of Dr. Jackson, who had it from Mr. Treichell.] 

Congenital Hydrocephalus, forming a Cyst on the lade of the Head, containing 
the Posterior Lobes of the Cerebrum: IValcr evacuated by Puncture of the Brain. 
By W. E. Honxnt, M. D. Adjunct Professor of Anatomy in the University of 
Pennsylvania.—Mrs. II., the wife of a shoemaker in this city, was delivered by 
Dr. Marsellis, July 29, 1829, at the full period of utero-gestation, of a female 
child. Nothing unusual had occurred during pregnancy, except that the mother 
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had a fall about a fortnight before her confinement. The child was about the 
size of an eight months one, and had, appended to the occipital region, a tu¬ 
mour larger than the head. 

I saw it, for the first time, two or three days after its birth. The tumour was 
at that time twelve and a half inches in circumference, soft and fluctuating, of 
a spheroidal shape, and connected to the posterior fontanelle by a pedicle of 
an inch or more in diameter, which had a fibrous feel, and seemed to pass 
through the fontanelle from the interior of the cranium. The fontanelle was 
open about one inch, and was nearly square. There was just below this pedi¬ 
cle a small cyst, which contained half an ounce of fluid. The cranium was of 
little more than half the common size; the forehead very flat and receding; and 
the eyes and face projecting and large, as they commonly seem to be in an- 
cephalous cases. The anterior fontanelle nearly closed. The occiput was also 
small, and very much flattened on its under surface. The pedicle of the tumour 
was covered by the common hairy scalp; over the remainder of the tumour the 
skin was bare, smooth, thinner at some places than at others, and where thin¬ 
nest exhibiting the appearance of recent cicatrices. A soft fleshy mass, half 
the size of a common list, was felt in the centre of the tumour, and this mass 
seemed to arise from the interior of the cranium. The tumour was somewhat 
excoriated at places, and had here and there thin scabs upon it; it was red and 
hotter than other parts of the child’s body. 

The child in its actions and general condition resembled other children of 
the same age; it sucked, cried, and threw its limbs about. Handling the tumour 
or squeezing it seemed to give pain. Its stomach and bowels were in good 
order. 

Taking all the circumstances together, I immediately concluded this to be a 
case of congenital hydrocephalus, which had occurred in the lateral ventricles 
of the brain before the ossification of the cranium had much advanced, beginning 
perhaps aboutthc fourth or fifth month ofuterine life; and that the posterior parts 
of the hemispheres had been protruded backwards, and by the progress of the 
disease, and the natural growth of the head together, had been converted into 
evsts containing serum. That the character in short of the disease corresponded 
with spina bifida. I therefore determined to treat it by evacuating the water. 

Accordingly I introduced for some days in succession several acupunctura- 
tion needles, and drew off at a time through the holes very gradually, two or 
more ounces of a thin straw-coloured serum, which, for the time, produced a 
diminution of the tumour, but it would again become plump in the twenty-four 
hours. The fluid at last became too thick to flow through such orifices, and I 
then resorted to mv lancet, which was plunged in obliquely for half an inch on 
each side of the tumour, as there appeared to be two cysts, lly such means I 
evacuated these cysts daily; on one occasion, after an intermission of forty-eight 
hours, 1 drew ofi" nearly half a pint of serum. 

While this process was occurring daily, the tumour was kept moistened with 
brandy and water as a refrigerant mixture; an inflammation in the meantime 
was evidently existing in it, being exhibited by the red vascular injection of its 
integuments’ by its heat, and by'its tenderness on pressure. 

On the 10th of July the infant had a convulsion of some minutes, the next 
day it had another, and also for succeeding days; on the 14th it ceased to suck; 
that day and the next it had many convulsions, and became pale, with frothing 
at the mouth. It died on the lath, at a o’clock, 1\ M. having lived seventeen 
days. 

July 1 6th, 1829, Autopsy sixteen hours after death .—Weather warm. On ex¬ 
posing this tumour it turned out to be what I had supposed, a congenital hy¬ 
drocephalus, which had forced the posterior lobes of the cerebrum out through 
the posterior fontanelle. The dura mater of the tumour was identified with its 
integuments; its pia mater was highly inflamed, injected, and adhered univer- 
sallv to the integument. Each posterior lobe was distended into a spherical 
sac containing purulent serum, and having its inner surface in a softened disor- 
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ganizcd state. The connexion of the sac of the left side, with the correspond¬ 
ing lateral ventricle, was traced, by a probe and finger passed from one into the 
other. But on the right side the sac was insulated, the lateral ventricle of that 
side being closed by a universal adhesion of its contiguous surfaces. 

The anterior and middle lobes of the cerebrum and the cerebellum were in 
situ, and were not inflamed; they were of the usual consistence of infants of that 
age; and they were connected to the dilated posterior lobes by a narrow isth¬ 
mus passing through the posterior fontanelle. Pons and medulla oblongata 
healthy. 

No other part than the head examined. 

J1 Case of Prolapsus Uteri. By Samuel B. Tout, SI. D. of Providence, It. 1. 
(Communicated in a letter to William M. Fauxestock, M. I).)—The following 
case of prolapsus uteri , as it differs in some of its symptoms from what is ordi¬ 
narily observed, may not be deemed unworthy of record. 

Mary-, (a coloured woman,) aged thirty-five years, applied to me 

for relief in October, 1828. She described herself as labouring under a 
spasmodic cough, which uniformly increased upon lying down, so as to har¬ 
ness her very much through the night; had a constant pain in the left side, and 
numbness of the thighs, occasionally, when standing at her work. She had 
Icucorrluxa slightly, and at her monthly periods instead of a discharge of the 
catamenia, she vomited blood in small quantities, repeatedly, for three or four 
days, to the amount of about six ounces. During this period she was unable to 
pass her water, except by the aid of the catheter. These were her greatest 
difficulties, but she also complained of many nervous and hysterical feelings, 
that rendered her life a very uncomfortable one. On inquiry, I found that she 
had borne three children, and had been a widow two years. She did not know 
that there was any peculiar difficulty in her labours. She said she had been 
in this state of health about a year; had been subjected to a great variety of me¬ 
dical treatment from different practitioners to whom she applied in the coun¬ 
try where she had lived, without deriving any benefit, on the contrary she was 
much depressed in spirits, and thought herself gradually growing worse. Among 
other medicines, she said she had taken emetics, every other day, for several 
weeks, and from all I could gather from her account, she had been pretty faith¬ 
fully dosed with the whole catalogue of antispasmodics. From several of her 
symptoms, particularly the fixed pain in her side, 1 immediately suspected a 
prolapsus of the uterus as the cause of some of her difficulties at least, well re¬ 
membering the minute instruction given by Professor Dewees on the diagnostics 
of this complaint. I told her of my suspicions, and inquired if this had never 
been suggested to her; she replied in the negative, and submitted to an exami¬ 
nation per vaginam. 1 found the case as I anticipated, the uterus being situated 
within an inch and a half of the os externum. 

I prescribed some slight pectoral medicine for her cough and directed the 
use of astringent injections for two weeks; at the expiration of which time, I 
introduced into the vagina a circular gum clastic pessary. She experienced in¬ 
stantly very great relief from the pain in her side, and in a few days it was en¬ 
tirely removed. Her cough and other difficulties rapidly diminished. At her 
next catamenial period she had no difficulty in passing her urine, and no vomit¬ 
ing of blood, but on the contrary a scanty menstrual discharge. In one month 
from this time she was quite well; her catamenia natural. She now left our 
town and I am informed she continues to enjoy good health, and lias recently 
been married. 

On Muriate of Lime in Paralysis of the Loiver Extremities. By Alexaxi>e7i 
Soxeuvail, M. D. of Essex County, Virginia.—In the Philadelphia Journal of the 
Medical Sciences, for 1823, I related some cases to show the good effects of 
muriate of lime in palsy of the lower extremities from diseased vertebra:. 

In the beginning of January, 1829, a young negro woman was much afflicted 
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in various ways; confined to bed, and, when obliged to get up, her knees gave 
way, so that she could not stand without help. On examining the spine nolliing 
was perceived amiss? and her other complaints were so distressing as to com¬ 
mand all my attention. About the 10th of February some relief was obtained, 
and she continued to recover from that time. 

I considered these complaints as only concurring with the disease of the 
spine, and therefore not detailed. 

March 6th. —Her former complaints arc removed: she complains now of pain 
in the back, (which has existed from the beginning,) of pain in the left side, 
half way between the ileum and the ribs, and. inability to stand; she can move 
her limbs in bed, and has no sensation of numbness; has no appetite, and much 
emaciated. On examination, the three lower dorsal vertebra protrude, and are 
painful on pressure; the middle one most so, and that most prominent; this too 
is the place where the pain of the back, so long complained of, is situated. 

A large blister was immediately applied; a little relief of the pain of the part 
followed. On the 9th she began the muriate of lime, of which twenty drops 
in water was taken every two hours, (eight times every day.) 

This is prepared by saturating the muriatic acid with lime. She was obliged 
to lie in bed, and was directed to continue there. 

17th. —No pain in the back while lying; side also easier. 

24th. —Better; appetite increasing. 

31s/.—Free of pain; cannot stand. 

April 9th. —Doing well. 

16//z.—Still better. 

May 1st. —Left off her medicine; appetite good; no pain; regains flesh and 
strength; can walk a little, but feebly. 

June Is/.—Has taken no medicine for a month; has recovered flesh so much, 
that the prominence of the vertebra is not seen, but can be felt; no pain there 
on pressure; and she can now walk well, though not so freely as before. 

Another case at a distance occurred on the 5tli of March: this was a large ne¬ 
gro man, upwards of thirty, who had been lingering since July, 1828, also com¬ 
plicated with other complaints. He walks with a stick badly; his legs be¬ 
numbed; liis knees give way, so that he was often in danger of falling while 
walking. One of the lower dorsal vertebra painful on pressure, a little en¬ 
larged and prominent. He took the muriate of lime with other medicines, 
(emetics and cathartics,) thought necessary for his other complaints, which 
were soon removed; and by the 5th of April he was so much better, that it 
was thought the medicine left would be sufficient for Ills recover}*. I have 
not heard from him since, nor seen him since the 5th of March. 

Jl Case of Glossitis , attended with alarming symptoms of Suffocation , success¬ 
fully removed by deep incisions made into the substance of the Tongue. Communi¬ 
cated by A. Hoftov, M. D. of Clinton, North Carolina.—George Taylor, aged 
about fifty-two, of athletic habit, and very corpulent, is the subject of this case. 
After wading the river in a cold day in February, he was suddenly attacked 
witli symptoms of glossitis, with pain and soreness in the throat, and impeded 
deglutition. The tongue, soon after, began to swell, and in a few hoursbecomc 
so enormously enlarged as to completely block up the fauces, and protrude at 
the mouth, which rendered his respiration extremely difficult and laborious, 
and deglutition painful, and nearly impracticable, together with a distressful 
sense of approaching suffocation. 

I saw him a day or two subsequent to the attack, and found him precisely in 
the situation as above described. Venesection, both general and local, was im¬ 
mediately Tcsorted to, not merely for the reduction of inflammatory excite¬ 
ment, but for the purpose also of relieving the more urgent symptoms, as well 
as local turgescencc. This praxis was promptly followed by an active emetic, 
but the latter afforded little or no benefit, as it could not be swallowed in suf¬ 
ficient quantity to produce the desired effect- Blisters, scarifications, stimulat- 
Nn. VIII.— August, 1H29 OR 
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Ing rubefacients, fomentations, and a farrago of other useless applications were 
employed, but the whole proved altogether abortive. 

Hence the only alternative left me for a choice in this desperate case, was the 
operation of tracheotomy. This was proposed to the patient, but he strenuously 
opposed it; and although he had lost the power of speech, yet he gave me to 
understand by his peculiar gestures, that he would not calmly submit to such a 
hazardous project, as he conceived, of having his throat cut to preserve his 
life. "What was"now to be done? The most judicious tlicrapia, so far as I was 
acquainted with, had been employed without producing the least benefit, and 
the case approaching rapidly to a fatal termination. 

Under these embarrassing circumstances I was prompted to try the result of 
the following expedient, an expedient which might possibly be attended with 
success; should it fail, however, tracheotomy might then be resorted to with a 
prospect of relief. The expedient alluded to is this, I plunged a sharp-pointed 
scalpel deeply into the substance of the tongue, on each side of it, near its root, 
and cut it out laterally towards the tip, thus making two deep lateral incisions. 

I preferred making the incisions in the side rather than under the tongue, lest 
the sublingual arteries, or some of their important ramifications might be divid¬ 
ed, and thereby produce an unnecessary hemorrhage. The operation succeed¬ 
ed beyond my most sanguine expectations, for in less than an hour the patient 
was relieved from nearly all his distressful sufferings. There was a very copious 
discharge of dark grumous blood, followed by blood of a natural colour and qua¬ 
lity. Nothing more in the therapeutic way was done for the patient; he was 
perfectly restored to health in a few days. 

The Operation of Laryngotomy and Tracheotomy performed at the same time , 
end on the same subject for the removal of an extraneous body from the larynx. By 
Anxzn HorTo>', M. D.—James Mac Intosh, a very sprightly and intelligent 
lad, aged perhaps about eight years, while engaged in planting com, acci¬ 
dentally inhaled a grain of it into his trachea, and which instantly produced 
the most alarming symptoms of approaching suffocation. The extraneous body 
had become so firmly located within some part of the vocal avenue, that to re¬ 
move it by any expedient, unless by an operation, was found by the failure of 
repeated trials, to be absolutely impracticable. 

Laryngotomy was therefore promptly resorted to, as the only probable means 
of preserving the life of this unhappy little sufferer. I commenced the opera¬ 
tion by making an incision in the integuments between the thyroid and cricoid 
cartilages, and then transfixed the crico-thyroid membrane with a sharp-pointed 
bistoury; so far the operation was exceedingly simple, and very readily accom¬ 
plished; but unfortunately, I found that after several, though ineffectual at¬ 
tempts to remove the foreign body, that the aperture was entirely two small to 
afford it a passage, neither would it admit of the introduction of the necessary 
instruments whereby this object might be attained. Hence rather than enlarge 
the aperture, by cutting through the cricoid cartilage, and the isthmus of the thy¬ 
roid gland, and thereby endanger a wound of the superior thyroid artery, and a 
consequent troublesome hemorrhage, I preferred as a better expedient, and one 
by which all these difficulties might be avoided, to enlarge the incisions in the in¬ 
teguments, and open the trachea half an inch at least below the isthmus of the 
gland. This part of the operation was as simple as the first, and as easily executed; 
and I am happy to add that I succeeded without further embarrassment in remov¬ 
ing the obstruction, and the speedy restoration of my patient to perfect health. 

Rcmarte. —I am, from the preceding observations, convinced that it is not 
by any means an easy matter, and indeed not at all times practicable, to remove 
extraneous bodies from an aperture in the crico-thyroid membrane, owing to 
the minute perforation which the operator is necessarily compelled to make, un¬ 
less he chooses to enlarge the opening by dividing the isthmus of the thyroid 
gland, and thereby encounter a troublesome and often dangerous hemorrhage; 
an operation at all times hazardous, and not often effectual. On the contrary. 
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the operation on the trachea is attended with little danger, and is often suc¬ 
cessful. Hence, if tills view of the subject be correct, and 1 presume it is, 
laryngotomy will answer probably, and indeed should be performed, in everv 
instance where the intention is merely to inflate the lungs, as in case of sus¬ 
pended animation from drowning, See.; but that tracheotomy should be prefer¬ 
red where the design is to remove foreign bodies from the trachea. 

Of the Precipitation of Morphia from Laudanum by Ammonia; also of a Spon¬ 
taneous .Deposition of Narcotin. By R. IIahe, M. D. Professor of Chemistry in 
the University of Pennsylvania.—I believe it is not generally known, that the 
addition of ammoniated alcohol to common laudanum will cause a crystalline 
precipitate of morphia in the course of a few hours. If the precipitate thus ob¬ 
tained be dissolved in acetic acid, again precipitated by ammonia, and after¬ 
wards collected and dried upon a filter, the morphia will be obtained nearly 
white, and may be rendered perfectly so by repeating the solution by acetic 
acid, and precipitation by ammonia. I have by these means obtained thirty 
grains of morphia from an ounce of opium. 

Instead of alcohol impregnated with ammoniacal gas, a mixture in equal parts 
of strong aqua ammonia and common alcohol will answer. 

Narcotin is I find sometimes spontaneously precipitated in a crystalline form 
from a solution of opium in proof spirit. The circumstances under which I pro¬ 
cured it are nearly these. A quarter of a pound of opium was boiled in a quart 
of proof spirit, and strained while warm through a coarse cotton cloth. The 
solution thus obtained being allowed to stand for about twenty-four hours, crys¬ 
tals were observed to be spontaneously deposited on the sides of the coiitain- 
ing glass jar. These being dissolved in acetic acid, on the addition of ammonia 
a precipitate took pjace, which was collected by a filter and dried. Narcotin 
was tlius obtained in the form of beautiful white, silky crystals, which were 
readily soluble in sulphuric ether. 

"When we consider how often opium has been dissolved in proof spirit, by 
chemists and pharmucopists, it is surprising that crystalline principles, so easily- 
evolved as arc morphia and narcotin by the process above described, should 
have escaped observation till lately, when Sertuerner, by a much less obvious 
route, had the honour of discovering them. 

Dissection of a Caseof Peritoneal Dropsy. (Communicated by Jonx D. Godmax, 
M. D.)—A medical friend, who in practical knowledge is surpassed by few, but 
whose repugnance to appear as an author is insurmountable, placed the follow¬ 
ing notes of a dissection in my hands. The case is of considerable interest, and 
by no means very common; the correctness of the observations may be impli¬ 
citly relied on.* 

Examination of Mrs. IT. aged foriy-fice, twenty-four hours after death. —On 
cutting through the abdominal muscles, we came to a large sac, which had con¬ 
tained thirty pints of water, extending from the ensiform cartilage to the crista 
of the ilii, and adhering anteriorly to the inferior edge of the symphysis pubis, 
bounded anteriorly by the abdominal muscles, posteriorly by the peritoneum; 
of the consistence of cartilage, and of about two lines in thickness. 

In the cavity of the sac were found two medullary sarcomatous tumours: the 
one in the left hypochondriac region flat, about an inch thick, and three inches 
in its long diameter: the other, situated exactly on the symphysis of the pubes, 
was round and three inches in diameter. 

By cutting through the posterior boundary of the sac, we arrived at the intes¬ 
tines, which were studded with innumerable small tumours, from the size of 

* The same gentleman informed me that he recently examined the body of a Ikiv of ten or twelve 
yean of ape, who had been knocked down and run over by a stage wheel. The Ixiv jived an hour af¬ 
ter receiving the injury, and appeared to die from internal hemorrhage. On opening the body, the 
destructive injury appeared to l>e a fracture cf (he liver through its thickest part. The spine liad re¬ 
ceived no especial hurt. J. D. G. 
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millet Gced, lo that of peas, of the same nature as those existing in the sac, but 
rather firmer. 

The kidneys were very large and appeared much diseased. 

The subject of the preceding examination, came under medical care in Slay, 
1828, she was then labouring under the usual symptoms of ascites; abdomen 
very much distended. In June she was tapped, and twenty-seven pints of wa¬ 
ter removed. She was afterwards tapped seven times, the last three times the 
sac contained thirty pints of albuminous scrum; in fact, it was always much more 
so than we generally perceive it. 

There was one circumstance which the examination explained, which was, 
that, although in the latter tappings the cicatrix would open, and water be dis¬ 
charged for six or eight days, yet there never appeared any tendency to perito¬ 
neal inflammation. 

Extirpation of Cancer of the Uterus, by J. P. Wannrx, M. D. Professor of 
Anatomy and Surgery, Harvard University.—“May 5th, 1829. Mrs. L. S., of 
S. xt. 38, somewhat more than eight months since, began to notice uncommon 
feelings in some of the pelvic organs,—pains extending from the uterus, as she 
supposed, to the right hip and down the right thigh. Not long after this she 
had more discharge than usual from the vagina, which, from her description, 
must have been purely transparent mucus. In about four weeks the discliarge 
began to change in its character, appearing somewhat bloody; its quantity in¬ 
creased in the mean time, and pains were sometimes severe in the small of the 
back and in the right groin and tliigli. She felt herself failing in strength and 
activity. 

“On examination at the hospital, the whole neck of the uterus was found 
thickened and tender; th c fungus was connected to the right side of the neck 
of the uterus and to the vagina forsome distance; considerable hxmorrliage was 
caused by examination. She has had ten children,—the last now three years 
old, and nothing unusual occurred at its birth,—andlias borne them with a great 
degree of ease. General health has ever been unusually good till the last eight 
or ten months. She is now pale, lips rather exsanguincous, eyes sunken, and the 
whole countenance expressive of great anxiety. Appetite various and capri¬ 
cious; pulse small and feeble. 

12 Ik. —Consulting surgeons assembled to-day, and after making a careful ex¬ 
amination, advised to an operation, as being the only alternative that promised 
the slightest prospect of saving life. 

“ 13/A.—The patient, after being fully apprized of the danger and uncertainly 
of an operation, was left to consult her own feelings, and submit or not as she 
chose. 

“14/A.—Patient chose to undergo the operation, which was performed to-day 
at 11, A. M. by Dr. Warren, in the following manner:—The patient was placed 
upon the edge of the operating table, having her head and shoulders consider¬ 
ably elevated, and supported by pillows: her legs were flexed, knees separat¬ 
ed as far as they could be without producing too much uneasiness, and firmly 
supported. All tilings being now ready, the operator proceeded to dilate th*e 
external organs, as the first step In the operation: this being fairly accomplish¬ 
ed, he then introduced into the vagina the two first fingers of the left hand, 
which were to serve in directing a painted hook which was introduced with the 
right, and with which was now transfixed the neck of the uterus. Having pro¬ 
ceeded thus far in the operation, a gradual force was applied for the purpose of 
dragging the uterus downward into view. The uterus being drawn down as far 
as seemed practicable, the operator retained it in this position, and with a com¬ 
mon scalpel in the right hand, made a circular incision round the neck of the 
organ, removing with it about half the body and a portion of the diseased va¬ 
gina. Just as he was making the last incision to complete this part of the ope¬ 
ration, there was a tremendous gush of arterial blood, but the hxmorrhage soon 
moderated. The whole hand being now introduced, some portions of the dis- 
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cased part were found remaining'; these were removed with a hook and pair of 
tonsil scissors. No opening- could be found through the peritoneum or bladder; 
the latter organ sunk into the vagina so as to be distinctly seen. The opera¬ 
tion now completed, a sponge was placed in the vagina, and the patient remov¬ 
ed to her ward. 

“After she was here, she continued almost in a state of syncope for two or 
three hours, after which there was considerable reaction. Pulse 100, and sufli- 
ciently full: had some colour in the face. At 10, 1*. M. pulse nearly as before; 
rather thirsty; did not complain of great weakness; said she liad a frequent de¬ 
sire to void urine, and believed she had passed some, two or three times since 
tlic operation. An examination was made, and the sponge protruding from the 
external organs was saturated with urine. A catheter was passed into the blad¬ 
der, but the organ was empty. Ordered gruel and diluent drinks; if faint and 
low, stimulants and cordials.” 

17th. —The patient gradually sunk, and died tills morning at 8 P. 51. 

“18//i.— Post mortem Examination, by Dr. Warren, twenty-four hours after 
death, in company with Dr. Channing and the house physicians, Parker and 
Gould, See. The abdomen was opened. The serous coat at the upper part of 
this cavity was very slightly inflamed; toward the pelvis the inflammation was 
severe. No effusion of lymph was discovered, nor any step toward adhesion 
in any of the parts. Peritoneum, in the neighbourhood of the uterus and cover¬ 
ing the bladder, considerably inflamed, but not sufficiently to produce death. 
All the uterus, except the fundus, was removed: this was perfectly free from 
the disease, no portion of which could be found remaining. 

“ This is the first operation for removing cancer of the uterus which lias been 
practised here; and, though not successful in its termination, it warrants the be¬ 
lief that this veiy dangerous and terrible operation may succeed. This patient 
did not die of inflammation, nor gangrene, or lesion of the peritoneum, hutpro- 
bably from the effects of the bleeding; yet she survived this for three days, and 
had she not been greatly exhausted before the operation by tlic pain of her 
disease, and the debilitating discharges accompanying it, she would undoubt¬ 
edly have recovered. The operation should be done at as early a period of the 
dsease as possible.”— Boston Med. and Surg. Journ. June 23d, 1829. 

Operation for Artificial Urethra. —Two cases in which the operations for arti¬ 
ficial urethra was successfully performed by Dr. War hex, at tiie 5Iassachusctts 
General Hospital, are related in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, of 
July last 

Case of Paralysis from Fracture, in which apart of the Spinous Processes of 
two Vertebra:, half of the third, and the whole of the fourth were removed by an 
operation, with partial success. By A lb ax G. Sxitii, 51. D. of Danville, Ken¬ 
tucky.—Some of tlic particulars of this case are related in the Forth American 
Medical and Surgical Journal. When a full account is published, we shall no¬ 
tice the most interesting circumstances. 

Anatomieo-Surgical Drawings and Descriptions of all Surgical Operations, ac¬ 
cording to the most approved methods. By L. J. vox Biekkowskx. —This valua¬ 
ble work, of which a favourable notice will be found in our first volume, we are 
happy to announce is about to be republished by 5Iessrs. Carvills of New 
York. The text, which forms two volumes octavo, will be translated by a gen¬ 
tleman of talents, who promises to make many valuable additions to the origi¬ 
nal. The plates, consisting of fifty-eight, of large folio size, contain five hundred 
and seventy drawings, exhibiting the parts interested in operations, in their na¬ 
tural position and size, and representing the stages of each operation, also deli¬ 
neations of many morbid affections. A new edition of this book is now in the 
press in Berlin, and the American publishers having made arrangements to 
receive a sufficient number of copies of tlic plates, they will be enabled to 
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furnish the work at a price which will put it within the reach of almost every 
surgeon. Subscription price until the 1st of November next, §30. 

Addresses by J. B. God mar., M. D. —Our ingenious and talented colleague. 
Dr. Godman, whose ill health has compelled him to retire from the active duties 
of his profession, has employed part of his leisure moments in preparing for the 
press some of the addresses delivered by him to classes in the different institu¬ 
tions with which he has been connected. These addresses form a neat octavo 
volume, and may be procured of Messrs. Carey, Lea & Carey, or of any of the 
agents of this Journal. 

A Treatise on Pathological Anatomy, by TV. E. Horner , M. B. Adjunct Professor 
of Anatomy, will be published in a few weeks, by Messrs. Carey, Lea Sc Carey. 

Edwards’s and Vavassetir’s Materia Medlca and Pharmacy; translated by J. 
Togno, M. B. U E. Burand. —In the press, and speedily will be published by 
Carey, Lea, Sc Carey, Materia Medica and Pharmacy, by II. M. Edwards, M. I). 
and P. Yavasscur, M. D. comprising a concise description of the articles used 
in medicine: their physical and chemical properties; the botanical characters of 
the medicinal plants; the formula: for the principal officinal preparations of the 
American, Parisian, Dublin, Edinburgh, &c. pharmacopoeias; with observations 
on the proper mode of combining and. administering remedies. Translated front 
the French, with numerous additions and corrections, and adapted to the prac¬ 
tice of medicine and the art of pharmacy in the United States. By Joseph 
Togno, M. D. member of the Philad. Med. Society, and E. Durand, member 
of the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy. 


NECUOLOGY. 

Died in Boston, March 27th, 1829, Joux Gorham, M. D. aged forty-six, one 
of the principal physicians in that place. He was born in Boston in the year 
1783, and graduated at Harvard University in 1801, at the early age of eighteen. 
He studied medicine with the late Dr. Warren, and, after visiting some of the 
principal schools and hospitals in Europe, entered upon the practice of his pro¬ 
fession in his native place in 1806. In 1809 he was chosen professor of che¬ 
mistry in the Medical School of the University at Cambridge, which office he 
retained till the year 1827, when the labours of an increasing practice obliged 
him to resign it. His last illness, a pleurisy, was short, and of great violence, 
lie survived his attack only four days. 

Dr. Gorham did not acquire business rapidly. His progress to professional 
eminence was slow, but sure; and not many physicians within our knowledge 
have ever been more entirely beloved and confided in by their patients. There 
was an original kindness of heart constantly manifested in liis countenance and 
manner, which insensibly, but surely won upon the affections of those around 
him; so tliat most of those who employed him as a physician, also v;ducd and 
loved him as a man and a friend. The same qualities, combined with a high 
and honourable professional feeling, peculiarly endeared him to those associated 
with him in the same pursuits. Probably few physicians have ever been in 
practice for twenty-four years who have encountered so few of the unpleasant 
circumstances which arise out of professional competition and jealousy. All 
wished him well, for he wished well to all others. 

In tlie acquisition of business. Dr. Gorham owed little to patronage, or to any 
other extrinsic circumstances. The reputation and practice which he obtained, 
he fairly earned by faithful and unremitting attention. He began among the 
poor, and worked his way into the highest circles of society.. But to the end 
of Ills life, prompted by his natural benevolence of dispos'd: on, he visited a 
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great number of patients gratuitously. lie had gone through a larger amount 
of professional labour than most practitioners, and was ready to undergo fatigue 
and exposure at any time, and to any extent. Probably this disregard of his 
own health and convenience may have contributed to his premature death; for, 
although his last sickness was sudden and violent, his health had obviously been 
less excellent than usual for several preceding months. 

His death was felt as a public misfortune by all classes of society, as was 
evinced by the concourse which attended to pay the last tribute of respect to 
his remains. At the request of the Boston Medical Association, the funeral ser¬ 
vices took place in the church in which he had usually worshipped, and an ad¬ 
dress, commemorative of his life and character, was delivered by his friend and 
former colleague, Dr. Jackson. J. W’. 

Died at New York, April 24th, 1829, Frederick Gore King, M. D. in the 28th 
year of his age. In addition to this simple enunciation of the death of a much 
lamented friend, there only remains the melancholy task of recording on the 
pages of the Journal, a feeble memorial of the professional attainments, private 
worth, and endearing qualities of him who has been thus prematurely removed 
from among us. 

Dr. King, the youngest son of the late Hufus King, was bom in England, in 
the year 1801, during the period in which his father was minister to that coun¬ 
try. lie came with his father’s family to the United States when very young, 
and immediately commenced his education, pursuing his studies with zeal and 
ability, and evincing the possession of no ordinary talents. He entered Cam¬ 
bridge College, Massachusetts, with great credit, and at the completion of his 
academic course, left it with increased reputation. He now returned to New 
York, and commenced the study of medicine under tlie-dircction of the late Dr. 
Post; he early evinced a partiality for the study of anatomy, and he pursued it 
with corresponding zeal and success. At his graduation he defended an inaugu¬ 
ral thesis on Neurology, a part of which was published in the second number 
of the third volume of the New York Medical and Physical Journal; this essay, 
which in its historical sketch exhibits great research and familiarity with the an- 
cient •writers in medicine, was but a precursor of a greater work on the same 
subject, which it was his intention to have published, and from which much 
valuable information might have justly been anticipated. After the attainment 
of his medical doctorate, he married the daughter of his preceptor, a mutual at¬ 
tachment having subsisted during the period of his studies. A brilliant career 
now opened upon him, and he entered upon it with a zeal and enthusiasm that 
held forth a certainty of the highest professional distinction. He had hardly 
commenced, before he was called upon, in the double capacity of brother and 
physician, to accompany his brother’s wife to the Havanna. After a short ab¬ 
sence he returned to New York, from whence he was again summoned, to pro¬ 
ceed as speedily as possible to England, to accompany home his venerable fa¬ 
ther, whose enfeebled constitution had sunk under the accumulated privations 
and difficulties of a mission to England. On his return he prepared again to en¬ 
gage in professional occupations, when he was required a third time to cross 
the Atlantic, as professional adviser to liis wife’s sister, whose health required 
a winter’s residence in Italy. The melancholy termination of tins visit to the 
lady, whose death took place soon after her arrival in Italy, left him at liberty 
to prosecute his travels in Europe. He visited different parts of Italy, examin¬ 
ing ever}' tiling worthy of observation in the arts and sciences generally, as well 
as enriching his mind with stores of professional knowledge. Hevisited France, 
and during his stay at Paris, enjoyed the greatest opportunities of improving 
himself in his favourite study of anatomy. He here added to his library a valu¬ 
able collection of French authors on the different departments of medical sci¬ 
ence. In the fall of 1828 he returned to New York and resumed the practice of 
medicine. During the severe epidemic fever which visited the neighbouring 
country during that season, he attended the family of his elder brother, then 
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residing’ at Jamaica, Long Island, and there contracted the disease, from the 
effects of which he seems never to have entirely recovered; it aggravated a pul¬ 
monary attack, which he suffered when in Italy. During the succeeding winter 
he was obliged to confine himself to the house the greater portion of the time, 
harassed by severe cough; tills continued without much intermission, until the 
month of March, when he was attacked with hremoptoc. Ilis friends, which in¬ 
cluded a numerous and extensive circle, now became seriously anxious about 
him; every exertion that domestic or fraternal solicitude, or the highest pro¬ 
fessional aid could suggest, was faithfully tried, to arrest the ravages of his fatal 
malady; they proved of no avail, but to afford a melancholy consolation to his 
afflicted family, of having rendered him all the assistance that human means 
could afford. For a short time after the cessation of the hxmorrliagc, strong 
hopes were entertained that his naturally vigorous constitution would triumph 
over the disease; these hopes were of short duration, no material improvement 
resulted, and the disease proceeded with steady and rapid progress to a fatal 
termination. During his illness, eager inquiries were constantly made, and an 
anxiety pervaded the community to obtain intelligence of the state of his health. 

Dr. King was early distinguished for quickness of apprehension, and for the 
great facility with which he acquired and retained every subject to which he de¬ 
voted his attention. As a public teacher he gave promise of the highest ex¬ 
cellence, his voice was clear and full, his manner grave and impressive, and his 
enunciation slow and distinct; he was remarkable for the openness and frank¬ 
ness of his disposition, for the kindness and urbanity with which he received 
all who approached him; these qualities greatly endeared him to the whole class 
of medical pupils who came under his instruction, whilst demonstrator to his father- 
in-law, Dr. Post. In the discharge of this office he was always willing and anxious 
to afford them every facility in his power in the prosecution of their studies. 

In all the domestic relations, he was without reproach. A love of science ge¬ 
nerally, but particularly an ardent desire to improve that to which he had de¬ 
voted his time and attention, distinguished liis short professional career: his 
mind was matured and ripe for all the honours of his profession, which his prema¬ 
ture death alone prevented his attaining. His countenance was noble and 
striking. Ills eyes full and intelligent, and few faces were more strongly marked 
with traces of genius and talent; it was the index of a heart where resided every 
kind and generous feeling. 

His sympathy with the sufferings of his patient, and his anxiety to relieve 
them, the mildness of his manners, and the kindness and benevolence of his 
disposition will be long remembered by those who came under his professional 
care. Though so early removed, he has not lived in vain, his example yet remains 
to stimulate our medical youth who arc pressing forward in the narrow path of 
high and honourable distinction. 

Dr. King was among the first selected by the Athcnxum to give popular lec¬ 
tures; tliis duty he discharged the first year by delivering four lectures on 
phrenology; the succeeding year, being again appointed, lie lectured on the 
structure of the human voice, in which lie gave a highly interesting view of the 
science of music. The National Academy of Design, with the laudable view of 
affording instruction to young artists, selected Dr. King to give a course of lec¬ 
tures on anatomy: the members of that association affectionately remember the 
interest he took in their welfare, and the pupils the valuable instruction he im¬ 
parted to them. After his graduation, he spent one year in the New York Hos¬ 
pital, as house surgeon, and was immediately after appointed demonstrator of 
anatomy to the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Dr. Post being at that time 
professor of that branch; during tliis period lie gave a very instructive course 
of lectures on the preparations contained in the museum. J. M. P. 



